NON-INTERVENTION   AND   BROAD   ISSUES     85
which had found Parliamentary representation by the
system of suffrage provided for in the Spanish Constitu-
tion. The Evening Standard of 24th July reported an inter-
view with ex-King Alfonso, in which the following passage
occurs : " The monarchy, in common with the Conservative
parties, only desires a complete disappearance of the Left Parties.
. . . In my opinion, only the extermination, once and for all,
of the Left Parties will put an end to this Civil War, and will
give Spain the peace so much desired by all true Spaniards."
Of the manner in which the revolting Spanish Fascists
conducted their campaign against the democratic Govern-
ment, reliable English newspapers have testified. The
Fascist generals at Albacete exterminated " all persons
of the Left" (Times, 6th August). " Monarchists had
placed bombs among the wheat sheaves in order to blow
up innocent peasants" (Times, 6th August). "In La
Campana, near Seville, scores of prisoners were burnt in
jail. . . . Rebel troops machine-gunned practically the
whole population, and burned the village to the ground "
(News Chronicle, yth August). No more appalling atrocity
is on record than that carried out by the rebel force of
Moors and Foreign Legionaries which captured Badajoz.
The Times (lyth August) headed its story : " Savagery at
Badajoz : Mass Executions/' and reports 1,200 shot in cold
blood. A Portuguese journalist, who was the first to enter
the town after its capture by the rebels, reported: " A red
blood-stained wall at the Commandancia, perforated with
bullets, shows the spot where some 2,000 men were executed
by the rebels. * Well, perhaps not quite as many as that/
said Colonel Yague, the rebel ruler of Badajoz, when I
mentioned to him this figure of 2,000, which I had been
told " (Manchester Guardian, lyth August).
The same correspondent tells of ruined, blood-stained

